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Welcome to “The Ultimate Guide to Weed Control and
Rainy Season Lawn Care!” Are you tired of battling
pesky weeds or struggling to keep your lawn healthy
during the rainy season? Look no further. In this
comprehensive guide, weve compiled expert tips,
practical advice, and proven strategies to help you
conquer weed infestations and maintain a vibrant
lawn, even in the face of wet weather challenges.
Whether you're a seasoned lawn care enthusiast or a
novice homeowner looking to enhance your outdoor
space, this e-book is your go-to resource for achieving
a lush, weed-free lawn that thrives year-round. Let's
embark on this journey together and transform your

lawn into the envy of the neighborhood.

. Lawn Doctor of Greater Columbus, 2024
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Weeds: Defining the Unwanted

In this chapter, we delve into the world of weeds to gain a
deeper understanding of these persistent invaders and their
impact on your lawn. We'll explore the definition of weeds and
uncover their defining characteristics, shedding light on why
they pose a threat to the health and aesthetics of your outdoor

space.

Competing Forces: Weeds vs. Desirable Plants

Discover how weeds engage in a fierce competition with desirable
plants for essential resources such as water, nutrients, and
sunlight. Learn how their aggressive growth and invasive nature
can outcompete your carefully cultivated grass, flowers, and
shrubs, leading to a decline in the overall health and vigor of your

lawn and garden.

By understanding the nature of weeds and their competitive

tactics, you'll be better equipped to implement effective weed
control strategies and safeguard your landscape against
unwanted intruders. Let's equip ourselves with the knowledge

needed to reclaim our lawns from the clutches of weeds.
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Navigating the Weedy Landscape

In this chapter, we embark on a journey through the diverse world of weeds that plague
lawns in Columbus, Ohio. We'll provide you with the tools and knowledge needed to
identify and understand the common lawn weeds that may be lurking in your outdoor

space.

In Columbus, Ohio, you can find various types of weeds

commonly encountered in the region. Some of these include:

1. Crabgrass (Digitaria): A warm-season annual grass that tends

to invade lawns and bare areas, especially in compacted soil.

2. Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale). A perennial broadleaf
weed with distinctive yellow flowers and deeply toothed leaves,

often found in lawns, gardens, and disturbed areas.

3. Broadleaf Plantain (Plantago major): Another perennial
broadleaf weed with broad, oval leaves and distinctive seed

heads, commonly found in lawns and along sidewalks.

4. common Chickweed (Stellaria media): A winter annual
broadleaf weed with small, white flowers and opposite leaves,

often found in lawns, gardens, and disturbed areas.

5. Creeping Charlie (Glechoma hederacea): A perennial
broadleaf weed with square stems and rounded, scalloped
leaves, known for its aggressive spreading habit in lawns and

shaded areas.

6. Canada Thistle (Cirsium arvense): A perennial broadleaf
weed with spiny, lance-shaped leaves and purple flowers,

commonly found in fields, pastures, and along roadsides.
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7. Annual Bluegrass (Poa annua): A cool-season annual
grass with flat, light green leaves and seed heads that
resemble small panicles, often found in lawns and disturbed

dreas.

8. White Clover (Trifolium repens): A perennial broadleaf
weed with trifoliate leaves and white, ball-shaped flower

clusters, often found in lawns, fields, and disturbed areas.

9. Spurge (Euphorbia spp.): A diverse group of annual and
perennial broadleaf weeds with milky sap and small,
inconspicuous flowers, commonly found in lawns, gardens,

and waste areas.

10. Wild Violets (Viola spp.): Perennial broadleaf weeds with
heart-shaped leaves and colorful flowers ranging from purple
to white, typically found in shaded areas, lawns, and

woodland edges.

11. Bentgrass (Agrostis spp.): A cool-season perennial grass
often used in golf course greens, but can become a weed in
lawns when it invades with its fine texture and aggressive

spreading habit.

These are just a few examples of the many weeds that can be found in Columbus,

Ohio. Proper identification and control methods are essential for maintaining

healthy landscapes and controlling weed infestations.

Equipped with this invaluable information, you'll be empowered to take proactive

measures to combat these weeds and reclaim your lawn's health and beauty. Let's

embark on this journey together and transform your lawn into a thriving oasis, free

from the grasp of pesky weeds.
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Weed control plays a crucial role in maintaining the health and beauty of your

lawn. Here's why it's essential:

1. Enhanced Aesthetics: Weeds detract from the appearance of your lawn,
disrupting the uniformity and lushness of the turf. Effective weed control ensures a

visually pleasing landscape that enhances your property’s curb appeal.

2. Healthier Turf: Weeds compete with desirable grass and plants for essential
resources like sunlight, water, and nutrients. By controlling weeds, you create
optimal growing conditions for your turf, allowing it to thrive and remain healthy

throughout the growing season.

3. Prevents Weed Spread: Unchecked weed growth can lead to rapid weed spread,
causing infestations to spread to neighboring areas. Implementing weed control
measures helps contain weed populations, preventing them from spreading and

establishing deeper roots in your lawn.

4. Protects Native Plants: Invasive weeds can outcompete native plants, disrupting
the balance of local ecosystems and reducing biodiversity. By controlling weeds,
you contribute to the preservation of native plant species and maintain a

harmonious ecological balance in your surroundings.

5. Minimizes Maintenance: Regular weed control reduces the need for frequent
mowing, trimming, and other lawn maintenance tasks. By preventing weed growth,
you save time and effort spent on lawn care, allowing you to enjoy a more

manageable and low-maintenance landscape.

Overall, weed control is essential for achieving a vibrant, healthy lawn that

enhances the beauty of your outdoor space while promoting environmental

sustainability and biodiversity.
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In this chapter, we'll explore various methods of weed control to help you achieve a

pristine lawn free from unwanted plants. Lawn Doctor of Greater Columbus offers
comprehensive weed control services tailored to your Westerville area home.
Here's a breakdown of the different weed control methods and how they can

benefit your lawn:

1. Mechanical Weed Control: This method involves physically removing weeds
from your lawn using tools such as hand-pulling, hoeing, or mowing. While
mechanical weed control is effective for small-scale weed removal, it may not be

practical for large infestations or persistent weed problems.

2. Chemical Weed Control: Chemical herbicides are commonly used to target and
eliminate weeds effectively. Our experts at Lawn Doctor of Greater Columbus utilize
safe and environmentally friendly herbicides to control weeds while minimizing
harm to desirable plants and wildlife. We carefully select herbicides based on the
type of weeds present in your lawn and apply them with precision for optimal

results.

3. Cultural Weed Control: Cultural practices focus on creating conditions that
promote healthy turf growth, making it less susceptible to weed infestations. This
includes proper lawn maintenance techniques such as regular mowing, watering,
fertilization, and aeration. Our lawn care specialists will work with you to develop a
customized lawn care plan that addresses underlying issues contributing to weed

growth and ensures the long-term health of your lawn.

At Lawn Doctor of Greater Columbus, we understand the importance of effective
weed control in maintaining a lush, green lawn. Our comprehensive weed control
services combine mechanical, chemical, and cultural methods to target weeds at
their source and prevent them from returning. With our expertise and personalized
approach, we'll help you achieve a weed-free lawn that enhances the beauty and
value of your property. Contact us today to learn more about our weed control

solutions and take the first step towards a healthier, more vibrant lawn.

Henderson Roudr, COLUMBLLS H 43220
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In this chapter, we'll cover everything you need to know to prepare your lawn for effective

weed control treatments. Proper preparation is essential to ensure optimal results and
long-lasting weed suppression. Follow these step-by-step guidelines to get your lawn

ready for weed control:

1. Assess Your Lawn: Start by inspecting your lawn to identify areas with weed infestations
and determine the types of weeds present. This will help you tailor your weed control

approach to target specific weed species effectively.

2. Remove Debris: Before applying weed control treatments, clear your lawn of any debris,
such as leaves, branches, and other organic matter. Removing debris ensures that the

weed control products can penetrate the soil and reach the target weeds more effectively.

3. Mow Your Lawn: For best results, mow your lawn to an appropriate height before
applying weed control treatments. A well-maintained lawn with shorter grass allows for

better weed control product absorption and coverage.

4. Water Your Lawn: Water your lawn thoroughly a day or two before applying weed control
treatments. Moist soil helps the weed control products penetrate the roots of weeds more

effectively, increasing their efficacy.

5. Follow Label Instructions: When applying weed control products, always read and follow
the label instructions carefully. Pay attention to dosage rates, application methods, and

safety precautions to ensure safe and effective weed control.

6. Consider Professional Services: If you're unsure about how to prepare your lawn for
weed control treatments or prefer to leave it to the experts, consider hiring professional
lawn care services. Lawn Doctor of Greater Columbus offers professional weed control

services tailored to your lawn's specific needs, ensuring optimal results and peace of mind.

By following these steps and guidelines, you can prepare your lawn effectively for weed
control treatments and achieve the best possible results. Remember that proper

preparation is key to successful weed control and maintaining a healthy, weed-free lawn.
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In this chapter, well delve into the practical aspects of applying weed control

treatments effectively. Whether you're using herbicides or organic methods, proper
application is crucial for successful weed suppression. Here's some practical advice

to help you implement weed control measures with confidence:

¢ Choose the Right Product: Select a weed control product that targets the
specific types of weeds present in your lawn. Consider factors such as weed
species, application method, and environmental impact when choosing the right

product for your needs.

e Timing is Key: Apply weed control treatments at the optimal time for maximum
effectiveness. Different weed species have different growth stages, so timing
your treatments accordingly can enhance their efficacy. For example, pre-
emergent herbicides should be applied before weeds germinate, while post-

emergent herbicides are best applied when weeds are actively growing.

¢ Follow Application Guidelines: Read and follow the manufacturer's instructions
carefully when applying weed control treatments. Use the recommended
dosage rates, application methods, and safety precautions to ensure safe and

effective weed suppression.

e Apply Evenly: Ensure thorough and even coverage when applying weed control
treatments to your lawn. Use calibrated equipment to distribute the product
evenly and avoid overlapping or missing spots. This helps maximize the

product’s effectiveness and minimizes the risk of damage to desirable plants.

¢ Consider Professional Assistance: If you're unsure about how to apply weed
control treatments or prefer to leave it to the experts, consider hiring professional
lawn care services. Lawn Doctor of Greater Columbus offers professional weed

control services tailored to your lawn's specific needs, ensuring precise

application and optimal results.
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e Do: Conduct a thorough assessment of your lawn to identify weed
species and determine the most appropriate control measures.

e Do: Apply weed control treatments on a calm, dry day to minimize
drift and maximize product absorption.

e Do: Wear protective clothing, gloves, and eyewear when handling
and applying weed control products to avoid skin contact and

inhalation.

X DON'TS

e Don't: Apply weed control treatments during windy or rainy
conditions, as this can result in product drift and reduced
effectiveness.

e Don't: Overapply weed control products, as this can lead to

damage to desirable plants and environmental contamination.

By following these practical tips and guidelines, you can implement
weed control measures effectively and achieve a healthy, weed-free
lawn. Remember that proper application is essential for successful

weed suppression and long-term lawn health.

‘w‘i 215 S "
tor of | Grgater Columbu%g, !@% g P
o-m h

UB j?t>|-| 43220
ww Iuwn octor comlwe I‘VI e,ohl

\‘-\
v V|5|t our, websne htt S.
e P P

=i



https://www.facebook.com/lawndoctorofgreatercolumbus
https://www.instagram.com/lawndoctor_columbus/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/102809067/admin/feed/posts/
https://twitter.com/lawndoctorcbus
https://www.youtube.com/@lawndoctorofgreatercolumbu2185
https://www.pinterest.com/ldcbus
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=bc1eb3f30bc375f8&sxsrf=ACQVn0-N4tdQoPjpdARA9P5fvfvFCKdBiQ%3A1712305090745&q=Lawn%20Doctor%20of%20Greater%20Columbus&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgU1I1qLCwMLZIMzM3SjY3TjGwSE6zMqgwNk9NSUy1NDKwMLY0SjVKXsQq75NYnqfgkp9ckl-kkJ-m4F6UmliSWqTgnJ9TmptUWgwAg9iyjEsAAAA&mat=CRrxGn_WpAq0&ved=2ahUKEwiy8LjF0aqFAxXXS2wGHXvMDeAQrMcEegQICRAD
https://biz.yelp.com/home/MIjmO8MlqDjO1Z8kAMvnJg/

o o

In this chapter, we'll explore the unique challenges that lawns face

during the rainy season and discuss the importance of adjusting lawn

care practices accordingly.

Overview of Rainy Season Challenges:

¢ Excessive Moisture: Heavy rainfall during the rainy season can
saturate the soil, leading to waterlogged conditions that suffocate
grass roots and promote the growth of fungal diseases.

e Soil Compaction: Rainfall can compact the soil, making it difficult
for air, water, and nutrients to penetrate the root zone, resulting in
poor grass growth and health.

e Weed Growth: The combination of moisture and warm
temperatures provides ideal conditions for weed growth, leading to
an increase in weed infestations during the rainy season.

e Erosion: Heavy rain can cause soil erosion, washing away valuable
topsoil and exposing grass roots, leading to thinning turf and

increased susceptibility to damage.

Importance of Adjusting Lawn Care Practices:

e Mowing: Raise the cutting height of your lawn mower during the
rainy season to prevent scalping and minimize stress on grass
plants. Avoid mowing wet grass to prevent compaction and
damage to the turf.

e Aeration: Consider aerating your lawn to alleviate soil compaction
and improve air and water penetration. Core aeration helps

promote root growth and enhances the overall health of your lawn.
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e Drainage: Ensure proper drainage around your property to prevent
waterlogging and minimize the risk of fungal diseases. Clear debris
from gutters and downspouts, and consider installing French drains

or swales to redirect excess water away from the lawn.

 Fertilization: Adjust your fertilization schedule during the rainy
season to avoid nutrient leaching and runoff. Apply slow-release
fertilizers sparingly to minimize environmental impact and promote

gradual nutrient uptake by grass plants.

¢ Weed Control: Stay vigilant with weed control efforts during the
rainy season to prevent weed infestations from taking over your
lawn. Use pre-emergent herbicides to prevent weed seeds from

germinating, and spot-treat existing weeds as needed.

» Disease Prevention: Monitor your lawn for signs of fungal diseases
such as brown patch and dollar spot, which thrive in moist
conditions. Practice good cultural practices such as proper

watering and aeration to minimize the risk of disease outbreaks.

By adjusting your lawn care practices to account for the challenges of
the rainy season, you can maintain a healthy and vibrant lawn year-

round. Remember to stay proactive and address issues promptly to

ensure the long-term health and beauty of your lawn.
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Challenges Faced During

the Rainy Season

In this chapter, well delve into the common challenges that lawns
encounter during the rainy season and explore effective strategies for

mitigating these issues.

Identification of Common Issues:

¢ Waterlogging: Excessive rainfall can
saturate the soil, leading to waterlogging

and poor drainage conditions. This can

suffocate grass roots, inhibit nutrient uptake,
and promote the growth of anaerobic

organisms.

Fungal Diseases: The warm and moist
conditions of the rainy season create
favorable environments for fungal
pathogens such as dollar spot, brown
patch, and powdery mildew. These diseases
can cause unsightly patches, thinning turf,

and overall decline in lawn health.

FanbEasd rtzrdie
s

Nutrient Leaching: Heavy rainfall can wash
away essential nutrients from the soil, a
phenomenon known as nutrient leaching.
This can deprive grass plants of vital
nutrients, leading to nutrient deficiencies

and weakened turf.
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Chapter

Challenges Faced During

the Rainy Season

Strategies for Mitigating Challenges:

1.Improving Drainage: Enhance soil drainage by aerating
compacted areas, installing drainage systems such as )_ A
French drains or catch basins, and ensuring proper grading [/ | \\
to redirect water away from the lawn.

2.Promoting Air Circulation: Trim back overhanging O
branches and foliage to allow for better air circulation and ﬁ
sunlight penetration, which can help prevent fungal — O

diseases and promote drying of the turf.

3.Implementing Fungicide Treatments: Apply fungicides

preventatively or curatively to control fungal diseases and

protect the health of the lawn. Follow label instructions n
carefully and consider organic or environmentally friendly ¢ w
options. .
4.Adjusting Watering Practices: Monitor rainfall levels and
adjust irrigation schedules accordingly to avoid
overwatering. Water deeply but infrequently to encourage
deep root growth and reduce the risk of waterlogging.
5.Fertilizing Wisely: Use slow-release fertilizers and organic
amendments to replenish nutrients lost during heavy rains.

Apply fertilizers during dry periods to minimize nutrient o5
leaching and maximize absorption by grass plants. g o
6.Practicing Good Lawn Care: Maintain proper mowing

height, avoid excessive thatch buildup, and practice regular

lawn maintenance tasks to keep the turf healthy and

resilient against environmental stressors. ﬂ A

By understanding and addressing the challenges posed by the rainy season, lawn

owners can take proactive measures to protect and maintain their turf's health and

vitality throughout the year.

n
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Tips for Lawn Owners

During the Rainy Seaso

In this chapter, we'll provide practical tips for maintaining a healthy
lawn despite the challenges posed by rainy weather. Follow these
guidelines to ensure your lawn remains lush and vibrant throughout

the rainy season.

1.Monitor Soil Moisture: Keep an eye on soil moisture levels to
prevent overwatering during periods of heavy rainfall. Invest in a
rain gauge to measure rainfall amounts and adjust irrigation
schedules accordingly.

2.Adjust Mowing Frequency: Increase the frequency of mowing
during the rainy season to prevent grass from becoming overly
tall and prone to disease. However, avoid mowing when the soil is
waterlogged to prevent compaction and turf damage.

3.Raise Mowing Height: Set your mower blades to a higher cutting
height to promote deeper root growth and improve the lawn's
resilience to wet conditions. Taller grass blades also provide
better shade for the soil, reducing moisture loss and weed
growth.

4.Improve Soil Drainage: Address areas of poor drainage by
aerating compacted soil, installing drainage systems, or
amending the soil with organic matter. Good soil drainage is
essential for preventing waterlogging and promoting healthy root
development.

5.Avoid Walking on Wet Grass: Minimize foot traffic on the lawn
during rainy weather to prevent soil compaction and turf
damage. Wait until the grass has dried out before engaging in

lawn care activities or recreational use.
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Tips for Lawn Owners

During the Rainy Seaso

¢ Use Organic Fertilizers: Opt for organic fertilizers that release
nutrients slowly over time, reducing the risk of nutrient runoff
and leaching during heavy rain. Apply fertilizers sparingly and
avoid excessive nitrogen applications to prevent nutrient
imbalances.

¢ Address Fungal Diseases Promptly: Keep an eye out for signs
of fungal diseases such as brown patches or yellowing grass
blades. Treat affected areas with fungicides as soon as
symptoms appear to prevent further spread and minimize
damage to the lawn.

¢ Implement Rainwater Harvesting: Consider installing rain
barrels or other rainwater harvesting systems to collect and
store rainwater for future use in irrigation. This sustainable
practice helps reduce water consumption and minimizes

runoff from your property.

By following these tips, lawn owners can effectively manage their
lawns during the rainy season and ensure optimal health and

vitality for their turf. Remember to stay proactive in lawn care and
address any issues promptly to maintain a beautiful and resilient

lawn year-round.
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“Aftercare for La

Post—Raing Seaso

After the rainy season, it's essential to restore your lawn to its
optimal health and address any damage caused by excessive
rainfall. This chapter provides guidance on rejuvenating your lawn

and repairing any issues that may have arisen.

¢ Assess the Damage: Begin by assessing the extent of damage
to your lawn, including waterlogging, soil erosion, and fungal
infections. Identifying these issues early allows for targeted

treatment and prevents further deterioration.

¢ Aeration and Dethatching: If the soil has become compacted
or covered in thatch, consider aerating and dethatching the
lawn. These processes improve soil aeration, water infiltration,

and nutrient uptake, promoting healthier turf growth.

¢ Overseeding Bare Patches: Address any bare patches or thin
areas in your lawn by overseeding with high-quality grass
seed. Choose a seed blend suited to your climate and soil

conditions, ensuring proper coverage for uniform growth.

» Fertilization: Apply a balanced fertilizer to replenish nutrients
lost during heavy rainfall. Slow-release fertilizers provide
sustained nourishment to the grass, promoting vigorous

growth and resilience against environmental stressors.
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“Aftercare for La

Post—Raing Seaso

¢ Water Management: Adjust your watering schedule to
account for changing weather conditions post-rainy season.
Monitor soil moisture levels and water deeply but infrequently

to encourage deep root growth and drought tolerance.

¢ Pest and Disease Control: Keep an eye out for signs of pest
infestations and fungal diseases, which may thrive in moist
environments. Implement preventive measures and
treatments as needed to protect your lawn from further

damage.

¢ Mowing and Maintenance: Resume regular mowing and
maintenance practices, ensuring proper lawn care techniques.
Maintain the correct mowing height and frequency to
encourage healthy turf growth and discourage weed

encroachment.

* Soil Testing and Amendments: Conduct a soil test to assess
nutrient levels and pH balance. Based on the results, amend
the soil with lime, compost, or other amendments to optimize

soil health and support healthy plant growth.

By following these steps for aftercare, you can restore your lawn to
its full vitality and ensure its resilience against future challenges.
Taking proactive measures now will help maintain a lush, green

lawn that enhances your outdoor space for years to come.
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As we conclude this comprehensive guide to weed control and rainy

season lawn care, let's recap the key takeaways that will help you

achieve and maintain a vibrant, healthy lawn:

B /Contactius-614.771115800 Wl T - -
vVlsn

Understanding Weeds: Recognize the characteristics of common
weeds and how they compete with desirable plants for resources.
Types of Weeds: Familiarize yourself with the different types of
weeds found in Columbus, Ohio, and learn how to identify and
manage them effectively.

Importance of Weed Control: Appreciate the benefits of weed
control in promoting a visually appealing lawn and enhancing turf
health.

Weed Control Methods: Explore mechanical, chemical, and cultural
methods of weed control, considering the pros and cons of each
approach.

Preparation and Implementation: Prepare your lawn for weed
control treatments and follow best practices for application to
achieve optimal results.

Rainy Season Lawn Care: Understand the challenges posed by rainy
weather and adjust your lawn care practices accordingly to
mitigate issues and maintain turf health.

Aftercare: Take proactive steps to restore your lawn post-rainy
season, addressing any damage and promoting healthy growth
with proper watering, fertilization, and maintenance.

Conclusion: We encourage you to put the tips and techniques
outlined in this guide into practice to achieve a lush, weed-free lawn

that enhances your outdoor space and provides enjoyment for

years to come.
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of Greater Columbus

Thank you for join.i'.ng us on this journey to a
healthier, more beautiful lawn. Remember, with
the right knowledge and approach, you can
overcome any lawn care challenge and cultivate a

lawn you can be proud of. Happy gardening!

This comprehensive guide equips lawn owners
with the knowledge and tools they need to
effectively control weeds and maintain a healthy
lawn, even during the rainy season. By following
the tips and techniques outlined in this ebook,
readers can achieve a lush, weed-free lawn that

enhances the beauty and value of their property.
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